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Foreword - Les  Murray 

Essay - ‘The Writing of A Million Wild Acres’ by Tom Griffiths 
 
A Million Wild Acres was Age Book of the Year in 1981 and named one of the Ten Best 
Books of the Decade in 1984.  It is story-telling at its best.  Eric Rolls wrote of what he knew 
intimately - the great Pilliga Forests of north-west New South Wales.  He embraced the 
vernacular to write a literary masterpiece. Men and women are dignified with their names, 
animals and plants are equal participants in this compelling drama. The book tells the 
history of changes to the forests, especially to tree density, caused by Aboriginal burning, 
by its cessation, and by the arrival of immigrant settlers and their immigrant animals.  Rolls’ 
conclusions and their later misinterpretation for political purposes by both farmers and 
scientists are addressed in this edition by Tom Griffiths' seminal essay, ‘The Writing of A 
Million Wild Acres’.   
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